
ELECTRIC VEHICLES PLAN
 
 

Increasing concern about air pollution in Sydney 
should prompt both state and federal governments to 
provide incentives and infrastructure to fast-track the 
electrification of the vehicles.

Infrastructure Australia has identified building a 
network of electric vehicle chargers as a high priority 
national infrastructure project.

Air pollution in greater Sydney is estimated to cost 
between $1 billion to $8.4 billion per year in the 
greater Sydney region, with motor vehicles accounting 
for 9% of particle pollution, 58% of Nitrogen Oxide 
pollution, and 38% of Volatile Organic Compounds in 
Sydney.

A recent Select Committee on Electric Vehicles report 
found:  
 
“Electric vehicle uptake in Australia lags behind 
that of other comparable countries due to a 
relative absence of overarching policy direction 
from Australian Governments”.

NSW and federal governments should adopt the 
following incentives to encourage the uptake of electric 
vehicles:

1) Allow the use of transit lanes – providing electric 
vehicle owners with a convenience advantage over 
other vehicles.  

2) Waive stamp duty – will reduce the purchase cost 
of a zero emission vehicle by between $1,200 and 
$6,000. 

3) 50% reduction in registration cost – will reduce 
the cost of annual registration by between $130-$170 
per year.

4) Require government procurement of electric 
vehicles – a target of 50% of the NSW Government-
owned vehicle fleet to be electric by 2025.

5) Build charging station network - work with 
Australasian Convenience and Petroleum Marketers 
Association and others to install electric vehicle 
charging stations throughout the state. These 
charging stations should be powered by renewable 
energy.

6) Abolish the luxury car tax on electric vehicles 
for five years.

7) Develop standards for electric vehicle 
charging and ensure AEMO plans for a grid with 
significant electric vehicles.

8) Develop building and planning standards 
to ensure dwellings are electric car ready. All new 
unit and multi-use developments required to install 
electric vehicle charging stations.

9) Set a target date for the phase out of internal 
combustion engined vehicles.

10) A target of 50% of all road transport vehicles 
in NSW to be electric-powered by 2030.

11) Government fleet electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure should be located so, where 
possible, they can also be used by the public.

12) Develop rules and regulations for 
autonomous driving.

Switching the vehicle fleet to electric vehicles over the next decade can make a 
significant contribution to mitigating climate change, reducing air and noise pollution, 
making our roads safer and reducing the cost of transport. It’s time we put in place 
incentives and policies to make it happen.
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